porters besieged both the home and school, with the result that the triplets found themselves in headlines, with their pictures and history on the front pages. In the school itself they received due recognition. Mere twins were ignored. Teachers journeyed from their several class-rooms to gaze upon "the triplets." Little children cried to be placed in the same room as "the triplets." The triplets themselves were sent as one unit throughout the building?presumably on errands but actually for display purposes?quite evidently enjoying their notoriety.
It so happened that a psychologist from the Division of Special Education was in the school at the time, testing in connection with an ability group experiment. It was her duty to make a mental examination of each child entering the first grade, for the purpose of dividing the entire class into ability groups, which happened to be four in number. The triplets, therefore, came to her attention as candidates for examination and placement. The sentimental reaction of the parents and the school at this time was that these children be allowed to remain together, regardless of the results of examination. The children themselves, having always been together, were at first hopelessly lost when separated even for a short time. Gradually, however they emerged from the state of being a single unit into three separate individuals. One began to hear talk not of "the triplets," but of the bright one, the dull one and the middle one; or of the oldest and the youngest. The examiner meanwhile bided her time, waiting so as to allow the classroom to develop individual characteristics, as the home had not endeavored to do.
Finally, late in October, when the children had become individual personalities and ranked at three distinct points on an ability scale in their common classroom, they were given a mental examination all on the same day, when they were six years and nine months of age. The following chart aims to give a comparative analysis of the results of examination: A more general personality study follows: These three little girls, Sally, Irene and Mary, are of Jewish parentage; the father is of Austrian birth and the mother native to the United States. These are intelligent, well-to-do middle class people, who maintain a pleasant, comfortable home and show interest in the welfare of their children. Their attitude is sensible and co-operative. The only other child is a daughter, already in High School.
The triplets are markedly dissimilar. They did not enter school until six and a half years of age because Mary has always been a sickly child; some form of paralysis prevented her walking as early as the others, and her gait is still unsteady though she gets about all right. At the present time she is the least energetic of the three; the other two are healthy children, of whom Sally is the more robust.
In appearance also these children are not alike. Irene and Mary greatly resemble each other with their dark hair and dark brown eyes; but Sally, with her bright red hair and golden brown eyes, is quite different. She is also a child of heavier stature and not such fine facial features. Her excess energy and healthful exuberance, in addition to her appearance, make her by far the most colorful child of the three. Sally sparkles and the other two reflect her brilliance.
It is difficult to consider one of these children without comparing her with the others. This comparison, perhaps, makes one overestimate Sally's ability. She is without question the leader and the one who takes the initiative, mothering the other two, particularly Mary. Sally is a child of confidence and self-assurance. She is able to do things not only for herself but also for others. She is aggressive, in a thoroughly pleasant and helpful fashion. She has a great deal of poise, going at things in a calm, matter of fact way. She is interested and alert, but always well balanced. Her manner is that of an older child. She is quite dependable, showing a steady consistency in her work. So far as mental equipment is concerned, Sally does not test much above her own age level. Her response is always quick, to the point and more than adequate; but she shows no signs of unusual mental complexity. It is Sally's efficient use of her ability, her self reliant manner and her charm of personality that are her chief assets and make her outstanding in the classroom.
"Where Sally leads, Mary tries to follow, though she can not always reach the mark. Mentally as well as physically, Mary is the weakest. She is slower in her response. She is not so quick to grasp a new idea. She cannot think out a problem for herself so well.
She is not quite so well informed and cannot accomplish quite so much. The child's model is her sister Sally, and she realizes that she cannot keep up with her. Sally apparently tries to help her along, but Irene chides her with being "dumb as a rock.'T The result is that Mary has a very definite feeling of inferiority. She is at present very anxious to keep pace with the others and tries hard, but she is likely to give up in time, because she is clever enough to realize that she cannot do so well. Every now and then Mary appealed to the examiner with some such remark as "I'm not so dumb, am I ?'' Clearly she is on the defensive, and she should be encouraged as much as possible in order to give her more confidence. Just now she hesitates to do many things because she is afraid of making a mistake. Unlike many children who feel inferior, Mary is interested and enthusiastic. She has a force and a desire within her which urge her on. She has discrimination enough to realize her own limitations, and when she is within her own powers she gives quite good response; in the face of difficult or unfamiliar material, however, Mary is very dependent and helpless. She seeks constant reassurance, without which she cannot go on. A further difficulty of Mary's is that her attention is so poor; she neither concentrates nor distributes it well. She is easily distracted and cannot sustain her attention for long, because of fatigue. This attention defect of course interferes with learning. Furthermore, Mary is an excitable child, emotionally unstable. She becomes so enthusiastic over some trivial thing that she loses her balance. All this makes for inefficiency and waste of time and energy; what limited ability she possesses is not well controlled nor co-ordinated. While Mary is inferior to her sisters and does not meet her own age standards, she is what can be called dull normal. Her trouble appears to be more physical and nervous than mental, more functional than organic. A casual observer, on meeting Mary, might consider her quite bright because she has a gift for language which enables her to talk well. She talks too glibly, however, without much thought behind it, often aside from the point in question. When it comes to a test, Mary's information is vague and her talk merely words.
Irene is the proverbial "middle child." She treads a middle path. She has neither the confidence and assurance of Sally nor the dependence of Mary; she lacks Sally's color and Mary's enthusiasm ; but she is a child of ordinary mental ability, responsive, alert and confident to a reasonable degree. She is quite capable of doing things for herself. She is steady and dependable. Yet she is all this in a less striking and forcible way and in less degree than in the case of Sally. The difference between Irene and Sally is more one of energy and type of personality; in mental ability they are quite similarly equipped. Between Irene and Mary the difference is not so much in type of personality as it is in actual mental equipment and ability to use it. "Why these children, born of the same parents at the same time and reared in the same environment, are so different in physical, mental and personality endowment, is an interesting question; but not one for the public schools to answer. The problem of dealing with these children is, however, a function of the school. Aside from sentimental considerations, for the best development of these children, it would be wise to separate them. Sally will not suffer either way. Irene would stand a better chance of not being overshadowed by Sally. Mary would not have the unpleasant experience of seeing her sisters surpass her; she might miss Sally's motherly care for a while, but she would learn to depend more upon herself; with a group of duller children she would have more chance to excel.
For both emotional and educational reasons, therefore, it appeared best to the examiner to separate the three children. The problem of school organization did not have to be faced since four distinct groups were available. Of these four groups the lowest was discarded because it was composed largely of definitely feebleminded children. In the next higher group Mary would meet her intellectual peers. Sally, while not a child of superior mentality when judged on an absolute scale, could easily function in the highest group. In this same group could be found children of no better mental equipment than Irene; but in order to do nothing which would suggest favoritism to Mary and at the same time to remove the shadow of Sally's superiority, it was thought best that Irene go into the middle group. This placement was, accordingly, suggested to the parents who thoroughly agreed with the theory of it. After a day of consideration and discussion, their sentimental re-actions were outweighed by a realization of the educational advantages of separation.
Sally, Irene and Mary were consequently separated and placed in ability groups in the order named. Sooner or later separation would have been inevitable, with attendant heartaches and possible resentment. As it is, three little girls are working, each in a fairly homogeneous group; and three little girls, each successful in her own group, think that the only reason for their separation is the great desire of each first grade teacher to have a triplet in her class.
